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Tools to Build Your Blog or 
Website Mailing List  

 

 

 

This report provides four ways to help you build your mailing 
list on your blog.   The topics include:  

 

• Signature Plugin   
 

• Thank Me Later Plugin 
 

• Free Wordpress Autoresponder 
 

• Aweber & GetResponse SlideUp Plugin 
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Legal Notice: This report is for informational purposes only. While every attempt has been 

made to verify the information provided in this report, neither the author nor the distributor 

assume any responsibility for errors or omissions. Any slights of people or organizations are 

unintentional. This report has been distributed with the understanding that we are not engaged 

in rendering technical, legal, accounting or other professional advice. We do not give any kind of 

guarantee about the accuracy of information provided nor is there any guarantee of any income 

generated by using the information in the report. In no event will the author and/or marketer be 

liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential or other loss or damage arising out of the 

use of this document by any person, regardless of whether or not informed of the possibility of 

damages in advance. 
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A Word About Updates and Plug-in’s 
 
Hopefully you are already in the habit of staying current on all the security updates for 
whatever web platform your website is based upon. For example, WordPress users who 
stay up to date on all of the underlying security updates are generally quite safe. 
 
But the current trend in web business and web commerce (a trend that is continuing to 
accelerate) is using custom functionalities and custom applications along with the 
standard web platform. For WordPress users, one common type of custom web 
application is a “plug-in” that is used to provide a new function on the website. These 
plug-ins can take many different forms, and are currently being used by many websites. 
 
WordPress Plug-In Safety 
 
Many WordPress websites use plug-ins that are available either on WordPress’ own 
plug-in directory or through the plug-in author’s own website. One advantage of sticking 
with plug-ins that are available through the WordPress plug-in directory is that you’ll be 
able to read feedback from other users who have already tried the plug-in.  
 
For this reason, you might want to avoid using any new plug-ins until there is enough 
feedback for you to feel comfortable that any security risks are minimal. Positive 
feedback is certainly no guarantee of a secure plug-in, but that feedback should be 
helpful to your decision-making process. 
 
If your custom application is truly custom (in the sense that you retain a programmer to 
build the application to your specifications), then the best way to protect your business 
is to be confident that the programmer or company that’s making the application for you 
is highly qualified and has created other secure applications in the past.  
 
Test and Verify 
 
In addition, if your business is large then you may have the budget available to hire a 
computer security consulting firm to review and verify the security of the code that 
makes up your custom applications. If you’re unable to hire a security firm to test the 
security of your custom applications, then you can gain some level of comfort by using 
the various open source tools that are available, including those at 
http://w3af.sourceforge.net and http://www.websecurify.com. 
 
Because your web presence is so valuable, it’s ultimately up to you to be confident that 
whatever custom applications you include on your website don’t compromise your 
overall site security.
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Add Signature Plugin 
 

The Add Signature Plugin allows you to easily add different signatures to your posts, pages and 

archives. You can choose to automatically include them on all posts and/or pages, or manually 

insert the signature in each post. 

Here’s how to setup and use the Add Signature Plugin. 

Step 1: Download and Install 
 

To download the Add Signature Plugin, go to: http://www.dagondesign.com/articles/add-

signature-plugin-for-wordpress/  

The file is a text file, so to prevent your browser from automatically opening your file in the 

browser, right click and select “Save File As.”  

 

  
 

Next rename the .txt file to a .php file.  

 

 

 

Upload the php file using your FTP client. Go into your Plugins tab and click Activate. 
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Step 2: Access the Settings 
 

Click on DDAddSig in your Settings tab to setup your signatures. 

 

 

 
Step 3: Write Your Signatures 
 

Write your primary signature, along with up to 6 additional signatures. 
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You can use HTML in your signatures, along with content insertion codes: 

 

 

 

Once you’ve written your signatures, all you need to do is save the options and insert <-- ddsig -

-> in any of your posts or pages to quickly insert the signature. 

 

Step 4: Set Default Display 
 

If you want Add Signature Plugin to automatically add your signatures to all your pages or posts 

for you, just check the corresponding boxes on the bottom of the setup page. 
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That’s all there is to it! You’ve now setup your own signature to be easily added to any page or 

post.  
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Thank Me Later Plug-In 
 

Thank me later is a plug-in that allows you to automatically email people who comment on your 

posts.  You can set the plugin to send the email out after a delay giving the reader the sense 

that you read their comment and personally sent them an email. 

Here’s how to setup and use Thank Me Later. 

 

Step 1: Installation 
 

Go to your Plugins section, click Add New and click Install on Thank Me Later. 

 

 

Step 2: Go to Thank Me Later’s Settings 
 

Thank Me Later’s settings is located at the bottom of the Settings menu. Click the link. 
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Step 3: Create Your Message 
 

When you land in the settings screen, you’ll immediately be prompted to create your first 

message. Click the link. 

 

 
 

Tell Thank Me Later who the email should be from, the subject and the actual message. You 

can customize the message with tags to insert your name, their comments, their name, etc. 

 

 

 
Once you’re finished, hit save. 
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Step 4: Add More Messages (Optional) 
 

If you want Thank Me Later to randomly select from a few different messages, you can. You can 

also set it to send someone a different message every time they comment. 

To do this, first create several different messages by clicking the Add New Message link. 

 

 

Set the probability to determine how likely a message is to be sent. .5 is 50%, 1 is 100% and so 

on. 

 

Step 6: Message Settings 
 

Your message settings will determine exactly how Thank Me Later interacts with your readers. 

For this plugin in particular, it’s best if you don’t just leave it on its default and instead 

customized it to behave exactly as you want. 

To access the options, click on Additional Options along the top. 
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This is what the message options screen looks like: 

 

 

Here you can choose exactly how your users receive your messages. Here’s what each of 

these options means: 

 

Maximum Number of Messages: How many emails from you any particular user can receive 

over their lifetime. 

Send Unique Messages Only: Never send the same user the same email. 

Comment Gap: If comments are posted in close succession, you can set Thank Me Later to 

only email users once. 

Send Gap: To prevent users from getting to many emails, you can put a waiting time 

requirement between emails. 

Opt Out: Allow users to opt out. 

 

Step 7: Set Your Message Restrictions 
 
In addition to your Global Options, you should also set your Message Defaults. Click on 

Message Defaults to access this panel. 
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Here are the options available in this tab: 

Message Delay: How long do you want Thank Me Later to wait before sending a message? 

Restrict by Tags: If you don’t want Thank Me Later to email posts on a certain topic, you can 

block them out. 

Restrict by Categories: Same as above, but sorted by categories. 

Restrict by Users: Choose whether to send emails only to logged in or logged out users. Leave 

it unchecked to send it to everyone. 

 

The two other tabs, “Miscellaneous” and “Installation and Information” deal with more technical 

issues and don’t really affect functionality. 

 

It’s that easy! You’ve just learned how to install Thank Me Later, customize it and use it to send 

messages to your readers. 
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Free Wordpress Autoresponder 
 

Did you know that instead of using an outside autoresponder, you can run it all from your own 

server? Using the Free Wordpress Autoresponder, you can place subscribe boxes, add leads, 

schedule emails and send email blasts. 

Here’s how to download, install and configure Free Wordpress Autoresponder. 

 

Step 1: Download and Activate the Plugin 
 

To download Free Wordpress Autoresponder, go to: http://freewordpressautoresponder.com/ 

Scroll down to the bottom and enter your contact information. 

 

 

 

Check your email and click on the confirmation link. Go to the members area. 
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Scroll past all the sales and promotional material until you reach the download link. 

 

 

 

Once you have the .zip file, upload it to Wordpress and activate the plugin as usual. 

 
Step 2: Setup Your Options 
 

Scroll down on the WP Admin panel to access Free Wordpress Autoresponder’s settings. 

 

 

 

Go to Setup to setup your unsubscribe messages, footers and other basic options. 
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Step 3: Add Fly-In HTML (Optional) 
 

If you want to have a hover-over style of opt-in box, do it in the Fly-In HTML box tab. 

 

 

 

Start by customizing your fly-in box to look however you want. By default it edits in WYSIWYG, 

but if you want to edit in HTML just select “Plain Text” from the drop down box. 

Once you’re ready, click “Test Fly In Display” to make sure the fly-in look show you want it to.  

Then click the “Activate” button and hit submit. Anyone who’s coming to your site for the first 

time will see the fly-in opt in box. 
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Step 4: Add Normal Opt-In Box 
 

To add an opt in box anywhere else on your site, use the Form HTML tab. 

Again, start by editing the opt in box in WYSIWYG. Once it looks the way you want it to, change 

the display option to “Plain Text” and paste the HTML anywhere on the blog. 

 
 

Here’s the “Plain Text” view: 
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Alternatively, you can also just drag and drop a Widget from your Widgets tab into any sidebar. 

This works just like any other Widget. 

 
 

 
Step 5: Add Autoresponder Messages 
 

Now that you have your basic setup complete, it’s time to add some messages to your 

autoresponder. 
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Go to the messages tab to get started. 

 

 

 

Click on Add New Message. 

 

 

Enter in your first autoresponder subject. 
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Click Add Message when you’re finished. Repeat the process for each email you want in your 

autoresponder. 

 
Step 6: Send a Message Blast (Optional) 
 

Want to email your entire list? You can do so from the Send Message tab. 

Just specify which parts of your list should receive your message, enter your message and hit 

send. 

 

 
Step 7: Manage Your List 
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To import contacts, export contacts or manually delete contacts, just got to the leads tab. 

 

 

Then click “Delete Checked,” “Add Leads,” or “Export Leads” to do just that. 

 

 

 

Congratulations! You’ve now learned how to install, setup and use Free Wordpress 

Autoresponder. It can do just about anything an industrial grade autoresponder can do, right 

from your Wordpress setup, for free. 
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Aweber & GetResponse SlideUp 
 

The Aweber and GetResponse SlideUp plugin allows you to create a footer bar with either an 

Aweber or GetResponse opt-in box in it. It will “slide up” from the bottom and stay there, 

prompting users to sign up. 

Because the controls are essentially the same, with Aweber’s having just a couple more 

options, we’ll just demonstrate the Aweber SlideUp here. The GetResponse SlideUp works the 

same way. 

 

Step 1: Install the Plugin 
 

Go to your Plugins tab and do a search for “slideup.” Install either the Aweber or GetResponse 

plugin, depending on which service you use. 

 

 

 

Activate the plugin once it’s installed. 

 

 



NACWIB Member Exclusive Report 

NOTICE: You Do NOT Have the Right to Reprint or Resell this Report; You Also MAY NOT 
Give it Away           22 

 

 
Step 2: Access the Plugin Settings 
Scroll down on the left to the Settings tab. Click the drop down arrow and go to the plugin’s 

settings. 

 

 

 
Step 3: Insert Hidden HTML Code 
 

Copy and paste your Aweber or GetResponse form code into a text editor file. Make sure you 

don’t use Microsoft Word or any word processing program, but a text editor program that 

doesn’t add formatting. 

Look for the code with the input type “hidden.” It should be right below the <form> code and 

above the rest of the code. This is the code that the SlideUp program needs to generate their 

own opt in box. 

Copy this code to your clipboard. 
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Then paste the code in the plugin settings’ “Hidden Aweber Form Fields” box. 

 

 

 
Step 4: Additional Options 
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The plugin gives you a few more options to customize the look and feel of the SlideUp. 

 

 

 

Here’s what each of these forms do 

Heading Tag Line: Puts a line of text directly above the email signup box. 

Tracking Image URL: If you have a tracking pixel to track your opt in rates, put it in this box. 

Header Image URL: This places an image to the left hand side of your slideup. It’s a good 

place for a logo of some sort. Make sure it’s not more than 35 pixels high. 

 

Step 5: Save and Preview 
 

Save your settings and reload your blog. You’ll see a footer opt-in bar slide up along the bottom.  

It’ll look something like this: 

 

 

That’s how to download the Aweber or GetResponse SlideUp, setup the code and configure its 

additional settings. 

 


